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PREMIER’S STATEMENT 
Consideration 

Resumed from 9 May on the following question — 

That the Premier’s Statement be noted. 

MR R.R. WHITBY (Baldivis — Parliamentary Secretary) [3.55 pm]: I rise to reply to the Premier’s Statement. 
I want to talk about the issue of growing pains for Perth. As we look forward to the next number of decades, our 
population in Western Australia will increase dramatically and there will certainly be growing pains in our 
metropolitan area. The questions we have are: How do we accommodate a growing population? Where and how 
will we live? How will we get around? This is a particular issue for the communities I represent, in particular, the 
growing suburbs of Baldivis and Wellard. We know there has been some remarkable growth in the past few years. 
Indeed, the suburb of Baldivis was named as the fastest growing suburb in Australia a few years ago during the 
mining construction boom. The pressure has eased dramatically since the end of that boom and demand for new 
living space has come off, but as the economy recovers that demand will pick up again and that pressure will 
return. It is a pressure that is particularly felt in Perth on the outskirts of suburbia. Many years ago I grew up in 
Balga, which is an area that you are familiar with, Acting Speaker (Ms J.M. Freeman), and I can remember that 
Balga was literally the end of Perth—not the end of the earth, but the end of Perth! I could look out across 
Beach Road and see nothing but bush, and somewhere up there was the town site of Wanneroo. Of course, today 
we look at that same community of Balga and it is almost getting to be, if not an inner suburb of Perth, certainly 
an inner-middle suburb of Perth. Compared with many communities north and south of the CBD it is a very well 
located place that is now gentrified as the young people who first moved into that area become grandparents and 
there is a certain amount of renewing of those properties with infill as well. We are one of the most sparsely 
populated metropolises on earth, from Yanchep these days right down to Falcon and Dawesville. Whenever there 
is demand for new communities and suburbs, the pressure always applies to the outskirts of Perth as the city 
continues to grow north and south. The choice we face for Perth is simple. Do we make more of the space that we 
have or do we just keep expanding? I think for too long our city’s default position on growth has been simply to 
push out the boundaries north and south and to push out the urban fringe, by cranking up the bulldozers and 
flattening more bush. In Baldivis, which is on the edge of our metro area, this results in a terrible price being paid 
by wildlife and the natural beauty of the bushland for every new housing estate that is established. The loss of 
natural habitat has serious consequences. Many will be familiar with the issue of the trapped mob of kangaroos in 
Baldivis earlier this year, when an area of natural bushland—it was an old farm community, in fact—was 
surrounded by new development. The kangaroos were trapped there; they could not get out. When there are 
developments on greenfields sites in suburban areas, kangaroos will often have somewhere to go—they can go 
further out into the surrounding bush.  

Mr P.J. Rundle: How much did that cost the taxpayer to remove those kangaroos? Was it $100 000?  

Mr R.R. WHITBY: It was in the order of that, member. The actual translocation of the kangaroos was paid for 
by the developer, as is proper, but the government decided to contribute to a data study to see how effective that 
translocation was. There was also a requirement to pay some security bills. People were knocking down barriers, 
because they were either being deliberately mischievous or intent on helping the kangaroos, which they were not. 
That was causing the kangaroos to escape. They then needed to be herded back into a location for later translocation, 
which increased the stress on the kangaroos. The state came to the party to meet those security expenses, to ensure 
that that stopped happening and to relieve the stress on the kangaroos.  

Mr P.J. Rundle: I understand that half of them passed on after the translocation.  

Mr R.R. WHITBY: There was a figure of around 40 per cent attrition.  

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 
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